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DEPARTMENT FOR CHILD PROTECTION AND FAMILY SUPPORT — 
MACHINERY-OF-GOVERNMENT CHANGES 

238. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Why did the government sack the top four executives of the Department of 
Communities—who, by the way, were all women—and can he confirm that morale in the department has 
collapsed, impacting the quality of care for our most vulnerable children? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Just to go back to the earlier part of the question, I want to also emphasise that the relevant minister, sitting behind 
me—who the Leader of the Opposition asked me about and made some imputations about—is a terrific minister. 
I thought her answer yesterday to the questions posed were terrific, comprehensive and well thought out. The 
fundamental premise of the Leader of the Opposition’s question is incorrect. 
In relation to the other imputations in his supplementary question—that people were sacked—I am unaware of 
what he is referring to. One senior executive, Emma White, who we would have liked to have stayed — 
Dr M.D. Nahan: You sacked her. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The Leader of the Opposition can say things, but he is wrong. He says bizarre things and he 
interjects with bizarre statements. 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: He comes out with bizarre statements. We would have liked Emma White to have stayed 
on in the agency, but she has decided to resign, as I understand it, to pursue some academic pursuits to improve 
her skills and capabilities. As I recall it, I spoke with her and asked her to stay on, so once again, what the 
Leader of the Opposition is saying is factually incorrect. 
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